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English 218 Introduction to Literature

Lesson: April 22, 2020

Objective/Learning Target:  

● Analyze the novel using critical reading and thinking skills.
● Analyze and evaluate the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 

elements of a text.



Bell Ringer:

List the two or three literary elements identified 
in your working thesis and underline the main 
one.  These will become search terms for your 
research.

**Start a document to record your response to 
this and the work which follows on later slides.



Learn
Now that you have written your working thesis, it is time to do the research.  
Remember, always find at least some of your outside (secondary) sources before 
you begin writing.  Your sources for this paper need to be reliable and valid, so 
go to EBSCO first.  Use advanced search; you can begin by searching the name of 
the novel, though this may or may not yield results.  From there, you can add 
the terms you have identified in your thesis - one at a time initially.  Begin with 
your primary element; if that does not give you what you need, add or 
substitute the others. See slide 6.

For this type of writing, it would be ideal if you could find sources about your 
novel and about your topic; however, this will be unlikely, which is why you 
need to search them separately.  If a source discusses one or more of your 
elements, such as characterization, development of theme or effect of diction, 
it will most likely have something you can use in your argument.



Learn, cont.
Remember, to access EBSCO from off-campus, you must start with the William Chrisman 
High School website, click on Library Media Center, then Ebsco databases.  At this point, it 
will require your Patron ID, which is simply isdschools (no punctuation or capitals).  Once 
in Ebsco, choose Academic Search Elite, and when it opens, choose Advanced Search.

The following slide shows what you will see at this point. None of this is new - you learned 
this in Comp. 101 or in other classes, such as AP Lang.  Remember to scroll down just a bit 
before you begin and click on Full Text.  Slide 7 shows this; it also shows some of what you 
will see if you only put in the name of the novel.  Be careful, though; not all of these 
sources are helpful for your purpose.  For example, some are only about the stage 
production.

Slide 7 also shows the publication range.  In Comp. 101 and 102, I have emphasized 
searching within a ten-year range.  This is less important for literary analysis, because we 
often read books older than that.







Learn - Tips about research
As you use the advanced search in Ebsco, be willing to put in various literary terms, 
combine terms, and take back out terms - one at a time.  This type of considered 
trial-and-error is often necessary to find sources you can use.

Generally, I also have my students click on English as a limiter under Language (on the 
left); however, I have found a good source for this paper which was in Italian, and the 
abstract showed it to be useful.  I downloaded the paper, uploaded it in my Google drive, 
and used the Google Tools to translate it to English.  If you think the source is worth it, 
that is another way to get quality sources.

Finally, please exhaust Ebsco before moving to the internet to search.  As always, when on 
the internet, do NOT use blogs, Wiki, any type of student help website (like SparkNotes) or 
any student-written work.  Use only websites backed by or written by an author or 
institution, such as a college or news source.



Learn - more tips for searching Ebsco

 Follow these tips to improve the quality of hits in the library's databases:

1. Use concrete and neutral words.
2. Never type more the one or two words in a search box. Go to the Advanced 

Search page to separate keywords into multiple boxes.
3. If you are not finding what you need, try to change or add keywords.
4. Use Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT) and truncation (*) to expand and 

narrow results. 
5. Use filters/limiters on the left-hand or right-hand side of the screen to refine 

results.
6. Choose a field from the drop-down menu next to the search box to narrow 

results. 
7. Ask for help.

https://bowvalleycollege.ca/student-resources/rgo-library-learning-commons/contact-us


Practice:
● Use the pdf of the novel to review or re-read any parts you need or want to and also to 

refer to in the writing of your literary analysis.
●  Mark Haddon The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 

Get on Ebsco and search, using various search terms and putting in the appropriate limiters.  

If you find a source you think will be helpful - or even MIGHT be helpful, click the Google 
symbol on the right and it will save it to your drive (slide 11) - AND open the Cite (yellow 
piece of paper), find MLA format and copy and paste the citation onto a document (slide 
12).  If you don’t end up using it, you can take it back off again.  ***You learned all of this 
in Comp. 101, so this is a refresher.

Search Ebsco and find at least three sources; I know you only “need” one, but it is always 
a good idea to get more than you need.  If you don’t use one or more, you can always 
leave them out.  Put the MLA citation on a Google doc.  Read your sources and choose at 
least one as suitable for your outside source; again, more is usually better, so choose two 
or three, if possible.

http://www.metropolitancollege.com/curious.pdf






Practice:
Share sources with your peers to help assess your articles for suitability; you may 
also ask your instructor for input, via email.  

Be sure you are capturing your full MLA citation as you search.  Read and 
annotate your sources.  Type up (or copy and paste) suitable quotes as you find 
them, including your in-text citation, as you go. We will talk more about that 
tomorrow.



Response Criteria
(Answers will Vary)

● Check your written response to make sure it meets the following criteria:
→ Did you write in complete sentences?
→ Did you use standard conventions (spelling, punctuation, grammar)?
→ Did you answer the questions?

Sample Appropriate Response:

Bellringer - Responses will vary, but should identify list literary elements as search terms, such as 
characterization, tone, diction, theme, etc.

Practice:  Responses will vary, but should show a list of possible sources found on Ebsco.
The following slide shows possible responses for the second practice.

The student should evaluate sources per the guidelines; it is always advisable to get another opinion.



Examples of Quality Responses

Bohnhoff, Maya Kaathryn. “Dialogue and Characterization.” Writer (Kalmbach Publishing Co.), vol. 110, 
no. 9, Sept. 1997, p. 14. EBSCOhost, 
search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=afh&AN=9709106397&site=ehost-live.

“Families: The Wonderful Crazy Complicated Exhausting Family.” Literary Cavalcade, vol. 55, no. 6, Mar. 
2003, p. 4. EBSCOhost, 
search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=afh&AN=9177255&site=ehost-live.

KHAWAR, RABIA, and SAIMA SAEED. “Autism; Stressful Parenting Outcomes for Mothers.” Journal of 
Pakistan Psychiatric Society, vol. 13, no. 1, Jan. 2016, pp. 8–11. EBSCOhost, 
search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=afh&AN=116602960&site=ehost-live.

Your source list can look like this at the moment; you can clean it up later by removing the 
highlighting, adjusting spacing and indenting with the hanging indent.



Resources  
In Comp. 101 and 102, you learned how to evaluate sources.  If you want to look 
at another source about that, the Excelsior College OWL has some further ways to 
explain it.

Excelsior College OWL- Evaluating sources

https://owl.excelsior.edu/research/evaluating-sources/

